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Cambridge, England – November 18, 2008 – The reality of cellular network evolution 

is that infrastructure roll out precedes that of the handset user equipment.  But without 

user equipment (UE), how do you test a base station?  Since 1999, the answer for 

3GPP networks has been the Aeroflex TM500 Test Mobile. Used by every major 

infrastructure equipment vendor and femtocell manufacturer for developing WCDMA 

R99 and HSUPA/HSDPA through to HSPA+, the Aeroflex TM500 has become the 

market-leading test mobile throughout the development cycle for 3GPP verification, 

validation and optimization. 

 Now, the pace of LTE (Long Term Evolution) development is accelerating with 

specifications maturing and commercial field trials taking place next year. As CDMA 

technology seeks an LTE migration path, the pressure is on for the infrastructure 

equipment vendors to deliver quickly to market.  

 “Judging from the significant sales of our TM500 LTE test mobiles to all of the 

major vendors throughout Europe, North America and Asia, LTE is clearly going to 

become the mobile broadband technology of choice for all the established operators,” 

said Evan Gray, Product Line Manager at Aeroflex Test Solutions. “By ensuring that the 

TM500 LTE roadmap is always in step with the demands of the industry and supports 
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testing of the very latest 3GPP functionality, the Aeroflex TM500 test mobile system is 

fast becoming the de facto global standard for LTE.”  

 LTE represents a significant radio access technology shift, the deployment of 

which is a major challenge. The Aeroflex TM500 LTE test mobiles meet this challenge 

by providing low level UE control and configuration flexibility combined with the detailed 

measurement data required by infrastructure engineers to rapidly diagnose engineering 

issues. The TM500 LTE Single-UE, first launched in 2007, provides the ability to test an 

LTE base station and network against a single mobile both in the lab and over the air.  

However, testing against a single mobile is only part of the story. Base station and core 

network designs need to be load tested, stressed and optimized to ensure that robust, 

flexible and high performance solutions are delivered to network operators. With the 

TM500 LTE Multi-UE launched last month, complex scheduler, load and capacity 

testing can also be performed early in the design. 

“Structured and incremental test programs are essential for the development 

integration, verification and optimization of LTE infrastructure,” continues Gray. “The 

Aeroflex TM500 LTE Single and Multi-UE test mobiles address all of these issues 

through a suite of test components including the physical layer, and protocol 

development, which support standalone testing of the base station physical layer 

through to network level load testing.” 

Infrastructure vendors have been successfully developing, testing and 

demonstrating LTE equipment using Aeroflex’s initial LTE Frequency Division Duplex 

(FDD) mode test mobiles since 2007. However, with China heading towards a Time 

Division Duplex version of LTE (TD-LTE), Aeroflex has just launched the TM500 TD-

LTE test mobile for delivery in late 2008 to meet the demands of the TD-LTE mode 

development and roll out.  

 “There are some extremely demanding timescales for TD-LTE trials in China,” 

concluded Gray. “The TM500 TD-LTE complements our LTE test mobile portfolio and 

can co-exist in the same unit as the TM500 LTE-FDD protecting investment and 

maximizing test flexibility for engineers working on both standards. With products such 

as this, we are demonstrating our determination to provide customers with the right 
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functionality when they need it and believe that this product leadership will ensure that 

TM500 becomes the global standard for LTE test mobiles.” 

 
About Aeroflex Test Solutions  

Aeroflex Test Solutions is a global leader in the Test and Measurement 

Instrumentation marketplace. Its products support a wide range of industries including 

aerospace, defense and wireless mobile and broadband communications. Its proven 

solutions encompass a full spectrum of instrumentation from turnkey systems, stand 

alone boxes and modular components that provide customers with highly reliable, 

customized, innovative and cost effective tools for solving their test and measurement 

requirements. 

 

About Aeroflex 

Aeroflex Incorporated is a global provider of high technology solutions to the 

aerospace, defense, cellular and broadband communications markets. The company’s 

diverse technologies allow it to design, develop, manufacture and market a broad range 

of test, measurement and microelectronic products. Aeroflex Incorporated was founded 

in 1937 and today has more than 2,600 employees worldwide.  Additional information 

concerning Aeroflex Incorporated can be found on the company website: 

www.aeroflex.com. 

 
All statements other than statements of historical fact included in this press release regarding Aeroflex’s business 
strategy and plans and objectives of its management for future operations are forward-looking statements. When 
used in this press release, words such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend” and similar 
expressions, as they relate to Aeroflex or its management, identify forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking 
statements are based on the current beliefs of Aeroflex’s management, as well as assumptions made by and 
information currently available to its management. Actual results could differ materially from those contemplated by 
the forward-looking statements as a result of certain factors, including but not limited to, competitive factors and 
pricing pressures, changes in legal and regulatory requirements, technological change or difficulties, product 
development risks, commercialization difficulties and general economic conditions. Such statements reflect our 
current views with respect to the future and are subject to these and other risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  
Aeroflex does not undertake any obligation to update such forward-looking statements. 

 

 


